	Foxholes with Butterwick Parish Council
Meeting held on 27th November 2024
PRESENT:

Chair
Cllr D Eddy
Cllr A Scruton
Cllr J Gibb
Cllr P Warters
Cllr D Clark from 24/90
NYC Mr R Marr
NYC Mr A Stanton
Police J Hunter
Police J Watts
6 members of public
Clerk
Mr C Adnitt
24/86
The Meeting was opened at 19.00 hours. The chair advised that councillor P Barker has resigned from the parish council.
24/87
Apologies for Absence

Apology was received from County Cllr J Sanderson.
24/88

Declarations of Interests
No declarations of interest were received.

24/89

Precept for 2025/26
A detailed discussion took place on the current state of the councils finances and the need to balance expenditure with income each year. Following discussion Cllr D Eddy proposed the precept should be increased to £6100, seconded by Cllr A Scruton and was unanimously approved.

24/90 

Co-option to Fill Vacancies
Cllr D Eddy proposed D Clark for co-option as a parish councillor, seconded by Cllr A Scruton and was elected by everyone. Two further vacancies remained to be filled.
24/91
Public Comments

Residents asked about the grass cutting on Lovel Garth & Smithy Lane and were informed that this area is cut by the property owners.
One resident complained about the quality of work by the grass cutting contractor.

Concern was raised about a Yew Tree on Smithy Lane and it was agreed to investigate.

A hedge by the crossroads in Butterwick required cutting back.

24/92

Speeding through Village and Safety Issues
Two representatives from NYC Highways and two representatives from Police Traffic Enforcement attended to answer a variety of questions about the speeding and enforcement issues experienced on Main Street in Foxholes and the crossroads in Butterwick. Data was provided showing the speeds monitored and that there had not been any fatalities. Only a small percentage of vehicles were exceeding the speed limit with detector vans used to monitor speeds and take enforcement action when necessary. Speed surveys were now undertaken using SIM information from vehicles to monitor traffic speeds in a given location. It was highlighted by residents that early morning and late evenings were the worst time for speeding traffic. It was also highlighted that people’s perception of speed often overestimated the actual speed. The legal guidelines were also explained and the reason why some of the requests, e.g. 40MPH buffer zones at Foxholes had been refused.
NYC agreed to provide rumble strips at each end of the village if away of residential properties, or painted strips where properties were close by. They also said they would look at what small changes could be done to encourage drivers to slow down. The provision of footpaths where necessary would also be examined. Residents highlighted the need for a safe crossing to be installed with a suitable location suggested.

Following a question about a “Community Speed Watch” scheme Jess Watts said this may be possible providing sufficient volunteers came forward.

The need for enforcement at the south end of the village was highlighted by residents.

The numerous incidents that have occurred at the Butterwick crossroads was also highlighted by residents.

A grant from NYC of £2380 has been awarded towards the cost of the “Village Gateway” scheme.

24/93
Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October 2024 were approved by all those who were present and signed by the chair.

24/94
Matters Arising.

There were no matters arising.

24/95
Co-operation with Foxholes Community Hall
Communication is now taking place with a representative from each party attending the meetings.
24/96
Maintenance of Pond
An outline of the work required to restore the pond had been developed, in addition some work has already been undertaken. NYC has agreed to investigate the area to determine what may be required. It is uncertain if there is a legal owner although it is believed that it may not be owned by anyone. Consideration on whether or not to claim ownership was required with due regard to the legal costs and time scales involved. The Community Hall Committee have applied for a grant to assist with publicity costs. It was also agreed that the Community Hall Trustees would hold the funding for the pond restoration. Potential issues with parking nearby were also raised.
24/97
Churchyard Grass Cutting
It was highlighted that Mr Creaser has been cutting the grass in the churchyard all summer at his own expense. It was felt that a letter of appreciation should be sent to him together with a cheque for £50 as a total of that appreciation.
24/98
Planning Applications
No planning applications were received.

24/99
Accounts to Pay & Financial Considerations
The following accounts were presented for payment: Nycil Payroll Services £173.01 x 2, Clerks Expenses £19.80, Wel Medical (Defib. Pads) £152.33, Neil Tomlin (Website Hosting) £171.86, William Grey (Grass Cutting) £495, Mr Creaser £50 and Amazon (Christmas Lights) £29.99, which were approved by all.

Payments received: NYC Quarry Rent £50
Following the settlement of the national pay scales for local government employees, it was agreed to award the clerk the increase at Scale Point 5 backdated to 1st April 2024.
24/100

Christmas Lights
It was agreed to provide some solar powered Christmas Lights on the fir tree located on the village green. Suitable ones could be purchased at a cost of £29.99 via the internet, which was approved. It was also suggested that suitable fencing would be advisable to provide a barrier with the main road. The Community Hall was organising some light refreshments at the switch on event.
24/101
Correspondence
No correspondence was received.

24/102
Exchange of Information

Enquiries were underway to establish the whereabouts of the funds remaining from the Playground Association. An “authorised signatory” has been located who has agreed to find out where this money is held and the possibility of using it for a community project.
24/103
Date of Next Meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting was to be held on Monday 6th January 2025 in the Village Hall.

24/104
The meeting was closed at 20.55 hours.




